SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
substances antagonistic to itself and also
to the virus of smallpox. The practice
comprises three factors: the vaccine
virus itself, the operation of vaccination,
and the care of the vaccinated area. The
preparation of vaccine virus may be
briefly described as follows: the seed
vaccine containing the virus of vaccinia,
or cowpox, obtained originally from a
case of cowpox and cultivated by re-
peated transfers in a long series of
healthy calves, is inoculated into su-
perficial scratches on the shaven and
cleansed skin of normal calves. After a
period of five or six days, during which
time the animal is kept under the best
possible sanitary conditions, this vac-
cinated area is thoroughly cleansed, and
the contents of the developed vesicles
are collected and ground with diluted
pure glycerine containing a small amount
of carbolic acid. This "crude" vaccine
is then stored for a, month or more at
a freezing temperature. The glycerine
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